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Easter Sunday 
The Resurrection of the Lord 

April 9, 2023 

In-Person and Online Order of Service – 10:00 am 

 - Please rise in body or in spirit 

 

Words of Welcome 
The Community Reformed Church of Colonie welcomes you.  We are a community bound 

together and energized by faith, love, and commitment to Jesus Christ.  And even though you 
may not yet share that faith, love, and commitment, you are most welcome to be with us, to 
belong here, to experience what we’re about.  Then, if you are attracted and persuaded by 
what you see and hear, we hope you’ll want to set down roots here long-term.  And even if 

you don’t, you’ll always be a friend.  Thank you for worshipping with us. 
 

 

For Contemplation 

 

“You mustn’t doubt the strength or beauty of the plant  

just because the pot broke.” 

 

~ Aunt Sadie 
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PRELUDE “Day of Arising” 

 

THE COMMUNITY GATHERS 

 

THE ELDER’S PRAYER – Linda Murphy 

 

INTROIT  “Easter Alleluia” 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 

We thought you were dead. 

We thought the cross was the end. 

We thought that when the stone rolled over the tomb, 

that was it. 

 

But this is it: 

the dead are living; 

the cross is empty; 

the stone is rolled, 

and one word describes it all: 

Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 

 

We thought you had said your final word. 

We thought those with the power had won. 

We thought that when you cried out, 

that was it. 

 

But this is it: 

the word breathes; 

the powers are defeated; 

the final cry was only the beginning, 

and one word says it all: 

Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 

 

We thought the story was finished. 

We thought the hope had ended. 

We thought that when the tomb was sealed, 

that was it. 
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But this is it: 

the story has just begun; 

the hope is newly born; 

the tomb is empty, 

and one word says it all: 

Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 

 

This is the news: 

Jesus is risen! 

This is the moment 

Jesus is alive! 

This is the gospel 

Jesus is with us! 

 

We thought that when they crucified you, 

death had defeated life, 

and that was it. 

 

But this is it: 

Love is stronger than death, 

and one word says it all: 

Alleluia! Jesus is risen!  
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HYMN “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”  
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THE SYMBOLS OF THE RESURRECTION 

 

THE SHROUD 

 

This reminds us of the cloth in which they wrapped the body of 

Jesus.  On Easter morning it was found empty, lying in the tomb 

where Christ's body had been placed.  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! 

 

THE FRAGRANT OIL 

 

This fragrance reminds us that very early on Easter Day some 

women came to the tomb to prepare Jesus' body for proper 

burial. The women were the first to hear of Jesus' resurrection.  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! 

 

THE STONE 

 

This stone reminds us that on the resurrection morning, the 

stone which sealed the tomb was rolled away.  Alleluia! Christ is 

risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! 

 

THE BREAD 

 

This bread reminds us that on the first Easter evening, Jesus 

walked and talked with two of his followers on the road to 

Emmaus. It was not until he broke bread with them that they 

recognized who he was.  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! 

 

THE WINE 

 

This wine, representing Christ's blood, helps us to remember that 

Jesus died for us. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! 

 

THE CROSS 

 

The cross you see is an empty cross. Jesus is not dead. He is 

risen.  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! 
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SOLO  “Were You There” 

Soloist:  Tina Bottini 

 

THE CANDLE 

 

The lighted Christ candle recalls Jesus’ promise as recorded in 

the gospel of Matthew:  “Where two or three are gathered in my 

name, I am there among them.  Jesus Christ is the light of the 

world. Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

Christ is risen indeed! 

 

MEDITATION  “Lord Be Glorified”  

 

In our lives, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In our lives, Lord, be glorified today. 

 

In our homes, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In our homes, Lord, be glorified today. 

 

In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In your church, Lord, be glorified today. 

 

In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In your world, Lord, be glorified today. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

God, resurrection is not what we expect in our world. On the face of 

things, life seems to be under threat... 

our earth is grieving, 

our families are fracturing,  

our nations are at war,  

and the light of our hope is growing dim. 

 

We need the stone to be rolled away again. 

Forgive us and all who have failed to honor and preserve 

life in all its diversity and glory  

 

Forgive us and all who have allowed relationships to 

become less important than riches or recognition. 
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Forgive us and all who continue to exalt our needs and 

desires over those of others, and who are prepared to kill 

to prove it.  

 

Forgive us and all who have grown blind to all the signs of 

resurrection that beckon us still.  

 

We need the stone to be rolled away again. 

We need life to break out within us again. We need love to 

consume us again.  

 

Resurrect us today, O Lord, 

and make us agents of your life wherever dying and grief 

hold sway.  

 

For Jesus sake.  

Amen. 

 

TAIZÉ MEDITATION  “The Kingdom of God” (3 times) 

 

The Kingdom of God is justice and peace 

And joy in the Holy Spirit. 

Come, Lord, and open in us 

the gates of your kingdom. 

 

SOLO – “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – Mark Kaercher 

 

DEACON’S PRAYER FOR THE WORLD – Kevin Bottini 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil for yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM  “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

 



8 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  John 20:1-18 

 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 

removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 

other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 

have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 

have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 

toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look 

in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then 

Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 

linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ 

head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by 

itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went 

in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the 

scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned 

to their homes.  

 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over 

to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where 

the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 

feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 

them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they 

have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw 

Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 

to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 

carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 

away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 

“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on 

to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go and tell 

my brothers, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 

and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, 

“I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things 

to her.  

 

MORNING MESSAGE  “The Resurrection Life of Christ” 
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HYMN “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” (234)                        EASTER HYMN 
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BENEDICTION 

 

THE IRISH BLESSING 

 

May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be ever at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

And the rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, and until we meet again, 

May the God who loves us all  

Hold you in the palm of His hand.  

 

 

 

Minister of Word and Sacrament 

Rev. Bruce K. Cornwell 

 

Elder  

Linda Murphy 

 

Deacon  

Kevin Bottini 

 

Liturgist 

Karl Coté 

 

Children’s Message 

Mark Kaercher 

 

Sound and Lighting Technician 

Mike York 

 

Video Technician 

Addison York 

 

Technician Director 

Cameron Kaercher 

 

 

 

 

Director of Music Ministries 

Benjamin April 

 

SOLOISTS 

Tina Bottini 

 

CHOIR 

Tina-Marie Bottini 

Michelle Braungard 

Maggie George 

Kaaren Haushalter 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Marissa Lombardo 

B.J. Todd 

Debi Todd 

 

Welcome Host 

Lori Coté 

 

Coffee Hour Host 

Linda Murphy 

The Call to Worship and the Prayer of Confession  

were written by John Van de Laar 
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Copyright Licenses 

Day of Arising 

Words: Susan Palo Cherwien 

© 1996 Susan Palo Cherwien 

Music: Traditional Gaelic,  

harmonized by Carlton R. Young 

© 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House  

Used by Permission: One License A 719501 

 

Easter Alleluia 

Words: Marty Haugen 

© 1986 GIA Publications 

Music: Traditional French Carol 

Used by Permission: One License A 719501 

 

Lord Be Glorified 

Contributors: Bob Kilpatrick 

Text: © 1978, Radiant Music 

Used by Permission: One License A 719501 

 

The Kingdom of God 

Contributors: Taizé 

© 2007, Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, 

Inc., agent 

Used by Permission: One License A 719501 

 

Jesus Christ is Risen Today 

Music: Robert Williams, arranged by Lloyd Larson 

© 2022 Lorenz Publishing Company 

Used by Permission. CCLI License # 21149226 

 

Holy Spirit Come to Us 

Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taizé 

© 2014 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, 

 GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 

Used by Permission: One License A 719501 

 

 

   

 Offerings and gifts to the church may be submitted online via PayPal (link found 

below or on our website), by mailed check, by direct bank payment or by placing 

them in the offering box located near the exit. 

 

 

 

 

 

PayPal: 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9

D5MLMGS 

 

Website: 

www.communityreformedchurch.com 

 

Mailing Address: 

Community Reformed Church of Colonie 

701 Sand Creek Road 

Colonie, NY 12205 

 

   

 

In Person Worship Guidelines 

 

Even though you may be vaccinated, 

mask wearing continues to be 

encouraged to protect our vulnerable 

and medically compromised 

worshippers. We ask you to respect the 

distance and comfort levels of others. 

 

Reminder: If you are feeling under the 

weather, please remain home and 

participate in worship via Zoom 

 

 

ZOOM 

 

To join in Devotions, The Wired Word 

and Sunday Worship via Zoom, use the 

link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887

155 

Meeting ID: 688 088 7155 

By Phone: 1-646-558-8656 

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS
http://www.communityreformedchurch.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155
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COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH OF COLONIE  

STAFF AND CONSISTORY 

 

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

 

CONSISTORY 

Rev. Bruce K. Cornwell, Pastor 

 BruceKCornwell@gmail.com 

 

Ben April, Director of Music Ministries 

benapril27@gmail.com 

 

Sarah Huiest, Youth  

Coordinator & 

Communication/Media Coordinator 

crccsarah@gmail.com 

 

Lori Coté 

Church Administrator  

crcclori@gmail.com 

 

Cameron Kaercher 

Technical Director 

camkaercher@gmail.com 

 

Elders 

 

Karl Coté 

Ana Crosbourne 

Marissa Lombardo 

Linda Murphy 

 

 

Deacons 

 

Kevin Bottini 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Jessica Kaercher 

   

 

 

 

Prayer E-Chain 

 

Please email prayer requests to: 

 

Sandy Cornwell 

crccsandy@gmail.com 

Karen Latta 

kmlatta@nycap.rr.com 

 

   

 

 

701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY  12205 

Telephone: 518-869-5589  

 

Website - www.communityreformedchurch 

Facebook - facebook.com/coloniereformed  

Twitter - @ColonieReformed 
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